CHAPTER 4

Citizen or Private
Security Arrests

People who aren’t police officers, including business owners,
security guards, homeowners, or people on the street, can make
arrests in some situations. They don’t have the same arrest pow-
ers as police.

Members of the general public and security guards are the same.
They can only arrest you if they actually see you commit an indict-
able or hybrid offence (see page 11 for definitions), or if they see
you running away from the police. Unlike police, if they only have
reasonable groundsto believe you broke the law, it’s not enough.
People who own property, or security guards protecting property,
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